
 
We will begin the tour in Section B, which is the oldest sec-
tion of the cemetery. Here you will find:

DesBrisay: 
This is the family plot of James DesBrisay (1786-1831), 
son of the Governor. It is uncertain how many DesBrisay 
family members are buried here; however, records indicate 
that other family members are interred in the cemetery.

Anne Elizabeth Finlay: 
Recorded as the first burial performed at Christ Church, she 
died at the age of 3 in 1817.

Archdeacon Walter Earl Ryder (1891-1971): 
Archdeacon Ryder was the 20th Rector of Christ Church. 
He was also a Mason, the Archdeacon of Liverpool and 
Halifax, and Canon at All Saints Cathedral. 

John Mott Prescott (l821-1890): An industrialist, Mr. Mott 
was the first person to manufacture chocolate in Canada. He 
also established a soap works factory and is known for hav-
ing one of the first telephones in Dartmouth. After his death, 
much of his fortune was donated to local charities.

Edward H. Lowe, Esq. (1798-1861): 
Mr. Lowe was Warden of Christ Church for 18 years and 
there is a plaque in the Church in his memory. He was the 
first supervisor of the steamboat company that operated fer-
ries between Halifax and Dartmouth

John Davison Hawthorn (177X-lX31): Also a Warden of Christ Church, he was a prominent business figure and he was 
commissioner for roads in Dartmouth. He also held shares with the Shubenacadie Canal System. Hawthorne Street in 
Dartmouth is named after his wife (an ‘E’ was added to the end of the name in error).

Frederick Passow (d. 1831): Originally buried in the Dutch Church Cemetery, his remains were moved to Christ Church at 
a later date. He was the secretary for the Chebucto Regatta.

Self-Guided Tour Christ Church Cemetery
First used in 1777 and used by the Quakers from 1785 to 1795.
Christ Church cemetery was first used by the church the year it opened—1817. In 1832 the 
cemetery was of officially deeded to the Church. By using the map, you will find the stones of 
many notable citizens of Dartmouth’s past. Enjoy the tour!

*Safety Note: Please watch your footing in the cemetery as there are a few dips and hollows that may make 
walking difficult. Also, please don’t lean on the stones as some of them are very old and unsteady.



Moving on to Section D, you will find:

Luther Sterns (l822-1892): 
He built the Sterns Corner Building in downtown Dartmouth in 1894. Mr. Sterns also completed two terms as Mayor of 
Dartmouth. A sign on the Sterns Corner Building (which still stands) has a double meaning: either it represents 1849 when 
he started his business, or 1894 when the building was constructed. 

Frederiek Scarfe (l825-1906): 
Mr. Scarfe was one of the leading industrialists in-Dartmouth and served seven terms as Mayor. He donated over 
$7,000.00 to Christ Church and there is a window in his memory in the Church. He built Edgemere House in Dartmouth 
but died before he could live in it. Charles Walter Bayer (1893-1968): Mr. Bayer was an historian of Christ Church who 
wrote the book “The History of Christ Church”. An autographed copy can be found in the Church vault. 

In Section C, you will find: 

John Culverwell Oland, Jr., LLB (1878-1904): 
A Lieutenant of the 63’d Regiment Halifax Rifles in the Boer War, South Africa, he died due to an illness he contracted 
while serving there. There is a plaque in the Church in his memory.

John E. Warner (1891-1917): 
Mr. Warner was one of the many hundreds of people killed in the Halifax Harbour Explosion on December 6, 1917. 

Finally, in Section A, you will find:

Paul Lassen: 
Mr. Lassen, who was a Sea Captain, was lost at sea along 
with his wife and daughter.

George Wright (d.1912): 
Mr. Wright was a passenger on the Titanic and his body was 
never recovered. His family placed this stone as a memo-
rial. He left his house on Young Avenue, Halifax, to the 
Local Council of Women so that those women who needed 
it would have a safe place to live. Wright Avenue, in the 
Burnside Industrial Park, Dartmouth, was also named after 
him.

Henry Barn (d.1777): 
Mr. Barn was the first person on record as being buried in 
the cemetery. Unfortunately, no stone can be found marking 
his grave.

John Mitchell (1841-1904):
Mr. Mitchell died by drowning in Halifax Harbour.

Miriem Meagher (d.1811): 
Hers is the oldest legible stone in the cemetery. She was 
the wife of Captain Meagher who owned a grant of 5,000 
acres in Musquodoboit called Meagher’s Grant (which still 
maintains the name today, if not the acreage).

John Geoffrey Cutler (1890-1917):
He died in France while serving his country during the First World War. His remains are still there, but he is remembered
here.


